
FAFSA 101
 Form Overview and 
Pell Eligibility 



What is the 
FAFSA and Why 
do it? 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid ( FAFSA)

Determines a student’s eligibility for federal grants, loans, 
and work-study programs offered by participating colleges, 
universities, and career/trade schools. 

It also serves to helps schools and other scholarship 
donors distribute need-based scholarships

Every Student who would like to be considered for any 
type of financial ais should complete the FAFSA



FAFSA Basics

Student must have Social Security Number (SSN) and name must match SS card

Undocumented parents complete FAFSA by indicating that they do not have SSNs and 
entering ITINs if they have them

Student must be citizen or eligible non-citizen 

Any student with SSN can get FSA ID, but only citizens and eligible non-citizens can get 
federal aid  -- DACA students are ineligible for federal student aid 

Student must invite one parent to complete FAFSA if a 2022 joint tax return was filed with 
that parent’s current spouse; two parents must be invited if each parent filed a separate tax 
return, or if natural/adoptive parents are unmarried but living together

One parent should also obtain FSA ID to electronically sign the FAFSA – both parents in two 
parent family may need FSA IDs if taxes were filed separately, or parents are unmarried and 
living together even if neither filed taxes 

FSA ID should be created prior to starting the FAFSA; identity match is necessary through 
official processes before FAFSA should be started (3 to 5 days)

Some questions are asked to create estimated eligibility but college or university verifies 
final answers;  student demographic questions about race, ethnicity, and gender are not 
shared with contributors or colleges



Who’s the Parent  (Contributor)?

Student’s natural parent(s) if they 
live together, whether married or 

not

Student’s adoptive parent(s) if 
they live together, whether 
married or not – NOT LEGAL 

GUARDIAN

Natural or adoptive parent 
student who provided the most 
financial support in the last 12 

months if parent is separated or 
divorced

Natural or adoptive parent who 
provided most financial support  
AND step-parent if parent is re- 

married regardless of date of 
marriage – does NOT include a 
parent’s live-in partner if not 

legally married





Pre-populated 
Information 











The Contributor “Invitation” Process

When inviting other contributors, the contributor’s

• legal name 

• date of birth, 

• SSN

• email 

must be provided (and the first three items need 

to match FSA ID information).





Must parent information always be 
included?

Student is 24 years old 
or will be before January 

1

Student is married or 
separated but NOT 

divorced

Student is pursuing 
post-baccalaureate 

degree

Student is active duty 
military or is veteran of 

armed services

Student has children or 
other dependents who 
receive more than half 

their support from 
student

Student’s parent(s) 
deceased, student has  

ever been in foster care 
since age 13, OR student 

has been ward of the 
court

Student has been legally 
declared an 

emancipated minor

Student has court-
appointed legal 

guardian

Student meets certain 
categories of 

homelessness 

Parent information is not required ONLY if one of these conditions apply:



Parent and Student Income

Rules for taxable income

• Federal tax return must be filed by parents if required by IRS rules even if they are 
undocumented using Taxpayer ID # (ITIN) –not the same as SSN

• FAFSA is likely to be flagged for inconsistency if parents are married but one files as head 
of household

• All contributors must agree to IRS Direct Date Exchange (consent) whether or not they 
filed federal taxes; students and parents may need to view their returns to enter minor 
information on the FAFSA, such as whether an earned income credit was claimed

• Income required to be reported on FAFSA; taxable income from sources such as Federal 
Work-Study (for college students) or AmeriCorps earnings gets reported on FAFSA IF a tax 
return was filed, BUT THIS INCOME DOES NOT COUNT IN THE ELIGIBILITY FORMULA



Consent to 
IRS Direct 
Data 
Exchange



Parent and Student Income
What if there is no federal tax 
information to transfer (i.e. IRS 
has no information)?

-1500 Student Aid Index assigned 
to students whose parents did 
not file taxes 

If IRS does not locate tax data, 
parent or student is assumed to 
be non-filer; no other statement 
from IRS needed to prove non-
filing status

Student and parent(s) may 
indicate that they did not file 
taxes because their income was 
below the filing threshold, or 
because of “other” reasons

Advise students that financial aid 
offices are required by law to 
resolve tax filling requirements 
and statuses if they discover a tax 
return should have been filed OR 
an incorrect filing status was used



Parent and Student  
Untaxed Income

Untaxed income includes: 

Untaxed income NOT TO BE REPORTED includes government benefits, 
cash contributions from family or friends (including live-in partners), 
and in-kind contributions of free rent or food

Generally, ALL income earned from work is considered taxable EVEN IF 
EARNINGS ARE IN CASH, but if below the filing threshold taxes do not 
have to be filed and income does not count



Parent and Student Assets

Assets 

DO NOT 
include 
the 
following:

Primary residence, although value of rental properties does count

Retirement accounts such as IRAs and 401Ks

Trust funds IF access is restricted by court order

Possessions such as jewelry, cars, antiques

529 College Savings Plans- If the student is the beneficiary 



Parent and 
Student Assets
Continued….

Assets include 
the following:

• Net worth of business or farm (net worth = estimated 
current value of asset minus current amount owed on that 
asset)

• Liquid assets (cash, savings, checking, money market or CD 
value, stock/bond options not in a retirement account)

• Trust funds with unrestricted access

• Child support received for last completed calendar year



Who’s in the student’s family? Auto-
population of family size on FAFSA

THE STUDENT! And……

Parent(s)/Step-parent

Other dependents claimed on parent(s)’ tax return

Family size can be adjusted on FAFSA (see next screen for family members who should be counted)

Unborn children at the time of FAFSA filing do not count in family size



/

Who’s in the student’s family?

THE STUDENT! And……
Parent(s)/Step-parent Siblings (if they will receive 

more than 50% support 
from parents in upcoming 

year)

Do not include 
sibling or other 

person in household 
who supports parent 

and student

Do include sibling attending 
college and living outside of 

household during school year IF 
parents support them

Other relatives living in 
household if they will 

receive more than 50% 
support from parents 

and do not file their own 
tax returns

Student’s children if 
supported by 

parents (student 
cannot claim 

independent status)

Any other person living in 
household IF supported 

by parents and able to be 
claimed on federal tax 

return as qualifying 
relative



FAFSA Skip Logic 
(must everyone 
complete asset 
questions?)

If parental income is less then $60,000, and a simple (no income 
adjustment schedules) tax return has been filed,  PARENT ASSET 
QUESTIONS ARE SKIPPED/ EXEMPT FROM REPORTING)

Regardless of income, if anyone in family qualified for at least 
one “means-tested benefit” such as SNAP, Medicaid, federal 
housing assistance, free or reduced price lunch, parent asset 
questions are skipped

Since the student is “owner” of the FAFSA and typically 
completes their section first, they must answer asset questions 
about themselves, but their assets are generally minimal. If their 
parents are exempt from reporting assets, federal eligibility 
formula will automatically ignore student asset responses as 
well



Student Aid 
Index (SAI) – the 
federal formula

Federal poverty tables for “FAFSA income year” will 
dictate whether a student qualifies for either the 
maximum or minimum Pell Grant

Pell eligible student receives the most generous Pell award 
using either the poverty tables or SAI

School annual cost of attendance minus SAI = financial 
need

Pell Grant award determinations are made using  one of 
two methods: Federal poverty tables for 2022 for 
minimum and maximum Pell eligibility OIR SAI formula 
(maximum Pell – SAI = Pell award for full-time attendance)



FAFSA Change  Alert: 
Minimum/Maximum 

Pell Table Samples

Full tables for all categories of students (dependent/independent) are available at:  https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2023-
05/202425DRAFTSAIGuideSupplementEligibilityforMaxorMinPellGrantResource.pdf 

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/202425DRAFTSAIGuideSupplementEligibilityforMaxorMinPellGrantResource.pdf
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/202425DRAFTSAIGuideSupplementEligibilityforMaxorMinPellGrantResource.pdf


Example 

Pell Eligibility Range 



FAFSA Dates Past, Present, & Future

  

              TAX YEAR            MARITAL STATUS as of today               HOUSEHOLD SIZE for     
                                                                 upcoming year



FAFSA Submission Summary

FAFSA 
Submission 
Summary



DEMO SITE! Not the REAL FAFSA!!!!! 



After the FAFSA:
More to Come in “After the FAFSA”

Student may be selected for 
verification by FAFSA processor

Verification includes documentation of reported income and 
household information

Each college or university will have its own verification process 
although verification items are standard

Each college or university on FAFSA has right to request 
documentation of any reported information

Disbursement of federal financial aid funds occurs just before start 
of semester



FAFSA Updates: More to Come In
FAFSA 201

2024/25 FAFSA available 
December 2023

Fall 2024, Spring & Summer 2025 
enrollment periods

Based on 2022 income

Students and parents can create their FSA ID’s 
NOW!  

( More info to come for parents with no SSN)

https://fsaid.ed.gov/ 

https://fsaid.ed.gov/


FAFSA 
Resources

Full tables for all categories of students (dependent/independent) are available at:  
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2023-
05/202425DRAFTSAIGuideSupplementEligibilityforMaxorMinPellGrantResource.pdf

The 2024–25 FAFSA Prototype URL: https://fsapartners.ed.gov/fafsa-prototype/2425

Access Code: prototype2425

  

Resources

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/202425DRAFTSAIGuideSupplementEligibilityforMaxorMinPellGrantResource.pdf
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/202425DRAFTSAIGuideSupplementEligibilityforMaxorMinPellGrantResource.pdf
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/fafsa-prototype/2425


Scenarios and Questions!



Contact Information 
Diana Mateer

Advisor,  Financial Aid Manager

PH: (602) 261-8847

CELL: (602) 489-0965

Diana.mateer@phoenix.gov

Julie Sainz

Julie.Sainz@azregents.edu

mailto:Diana.mateer@phoenix.gov
mailto:Julie.Sainz@azregents.edu
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